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Scene one 1918-1949 Being Enthusiastic

Scene two 1949-1960 Scraping/ Polishing/ Sharpening/ Strictness
Scene three 1960-1984 The Old Age of the Martyrs

Last Scene  Lasting Forever
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Time: late November 1984

Location: in a hospital ward in tianjin

Characters: zhu xianyi, leaders of the college, colleagues

The curtain rises

There is a small table beside the bed, on which there is a teapot. There are two chairs
in front of the bed. The eldest daughter is sitting in one chair holding a water cup,
while the other chair is empty.

The eldest daughter (picks up the glass in her hand, puts it to her mouth and blows




on it. The water is still boiling hot. She looks up at the jar again. (suddenly she heard
a cough, which was not quite over, and then a violent fit of coughing. She got up, put
the glass on the table, and took a handkerchief from her pocket, and gave it to her
father.)

Zhu xianyi (after taking the handkerchief and covering her mouth and nose, she
coughs like she can't breathe, and it takes about half a minute for her cough to
subside)

The eldest daughter :(standing on the side, the right hand is holding the left index
finger in front of the abdomen, looking at the father, a face worried) dad, you put the
work these days, more rest, ah ~ | see you, is a disease from overwork! Look at the
uncles and aunts who are about your age, who are like you. They always work until
midnight and usually have no time to relax. The intensity of the work will not bear on
us young people.

Zhu xianyi :(after coughing, he clutches the handkerchief in his hand at will, points to
the chair, and smiles again) sit down, see how anxious you are. When one is old, one
has not a little trouble. B: don't worry. | have a sense of control over my body.
Besides, | go to the gym every day.

Eldest daughter: but you work so much every day, and your health...

Zhu xianyi: (interrupts) | know what you're trying to say. | must do it myself, and |
should be uneasy to let them go.

The eldest daughter (seems to want to say more, but stops)

(from director li and Dr. Zhang)

Director li :(pushing the door and coming in, followed by doctor zhang) brother zhu!
Doctor zhang: zhu Lao!

Zhu xianyi :(looking up to see li, nodding with a gentle smile) director Li! Zhang!
Eldest daughter :(gets up and asks them to sit down)

Director li: brother, the examination result has come out. Bronchitis and a-fib. It's a
little serious. Do we recommend hospitalization? In this way, | will ask xiao zhang to
help you with the admission procedures in a short while. (looking at zhang)

Dr. Zhang (nods repeatedly)




Zhu xianyi :(waving his hand) the wards, meeting rooms, hallways and clinics in the
new building are full of patients. I'm the President of the medical school. How can |
compete for a bed when I'm ashamed of my patients?

Director li :(sighs) alas, but you are also a patient now, you also know this disease,
who put on the body is suffering, is to be hospitalized.

Zhu xianyi: it's not a big deal. If | don't go to hospital, it doesn't mean | don't get
treatment. Don't worry, | come to the hospital on time every day, never delay
treatment.Besides, | had a job to do and | was comfortable at home.

Eldest daughter: dad, it's work again, even when you're sick.

Zhu xianyi: didn't | say that | had to do it myself? It's ok to work when you are sick.
Compared with premier zhou who insisted on holding a meeting for several hours
when he was suffering from bladder cancer, what am | talking about?

Zhu xianyi: don't try to persuade me. | have made up my mind... (slowly hoarse, then
coughed)

Lamp (black)

Time: 8:30 a.m. on December 25, 1984

Venue: zhu xianyi's home study (100 chengdu road, heping district)

Figures: zhu xianyi, secretary wu baorong, nanny xiao sun, academician wu
xianzhong, professor cui yitai

The curtain

In the study, zhu is sitting at his desk with books and documents on the desk and a
computer. Next to him is nanny sun, who is handing zhu a medicine bottle and water.
There is also a sofa in the room.

Zhu xianyi :(after taking the medicine) sun, my health is getting worse and worse. It
looks like I'm going to be hospitalized.

Nurse sun: you need more rest. When | got up last night, | saw that the light was still
on in your room. If your sons and daughters find out, they'll be worried.

Zhu xianyi: | forget the time when | am busy. You have to keep it a secret for me.
(weak smile)

Sun baum :(helplessly) you should pay more attention to your health. Then I'll go




cook.

Zhu xianyi :(nodding) (continue to work)

(under the babysitter)

(on secretary wu)

Secretary wu :(carrying a briefcase and knocking on the door. The door is open) zhu,
here | come.

Zhu xianyi :(looking up) it's xiao wu. Come in.

Secretary wu :(approaches) (sees him pale and low voice) Mr. Zhu, | see you are pale.
Did you not have a good night's rest?

Zhu xianyi: well, | didn't sleep well last night. | felt ill in the morning. | have taken
some medicine. | plan to go to the hospital this afternoon. Could you arrange it for
me?

Secretary wu: ok, Mr. Zhu.

Zhu xianyi: | have corrected the defense paper of the graduate student in Beijing.
Please give it to him. Let him come to me if he has any questions. (gives some papers
to wu)

Secretary wu :(takes it) ok.

Zhu xianyi: how is the development of the eight-year medical experimental class? |
hope there will be a meaningful breakthrough in this aspect.

Secretary wu: we are making steady progress. The students all have great enthusiasm
for learning. The dean who is in charge of them has some questions about his work
to discuss with you, and | will arrange him to contact you tomorrow so that you can
have a more comprehensive understanding of the situation. But you are going to the
hospital this afternoon. | think you'd better have a good rest and postpone the
discussion for a few days. What do you say?

Zhu xianyi: xiao wu, do you remember what | told you? Although | have ambitions,
has been powerless.Although | am old, but only youth, no old age, the spring
silkworm until the death of the silk, | want to "four chemical" spit the last silk. | need
to do more while I'm still healthy. | have to... Cherish the time and solve as many

problems as you can. The discussion will have to be postponed. If it goes well this




afternoon, let's change it to tonight.

Secretary wu :(has to promise)

Zhu xianyi: also, yesterday the school sent someone to repair the plumbing doors and
Windows at home. Please help me to ask how much | should pay.

Secretary wu: ok. I'll call the school later.

Zhu xianyi :(nods) it's nothing, you go busy.

(secretary wu retires)

(20 minutes later)

Zhu xianyi :(hands over heart, forehead sweating, heart attack) little sun... Sun, call
the school.

Nanny sun :(anxious to run) (picked up the phone to dial, the more anxious the more
dialed the number)

Zhu xianyi :(seeing this, he waved his hands and stopped breathing after two drops of
tears fell out of his eyes)

Lamp (black)
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